


Does this sound familiar???



Communicate as a Family

ÅWelcome and thank you for coming!

ÅI hope and anticipate that the college 
conversation will continue in your home.

ÅThere is a clear commitment on everyoneôs part 
to continue talking through any obstacles and 
come to a working approach in this exciting (and 
sometimes stressful!) time in a studentôs life.



Help is hereé  Just ask.

ÅWe are all here to help you along in this process 
over the coming months.

ÅContact us:

ſKaryn Koven  ïCollege Counselor

¶Dr.koven@ht-la.org   818-609-2681

ſNikki Bender ïAcademic Counselor

¶Ms.bender@ht-la.org    818-609-2682

ſNicole Miramontes ïCollege Counselor

¶Ms.miramontes@ht -la.org  818-609-2686

ſCollege Counseling Assistants



What not to do in a PowerPoint 

presentationé

ÅThatôs the model here!

ſNot a good POL model kids!

ſIôll talk in bullet points.

ſThe full presentation will be posted on the HTLA 
website under ñCollege Guidanceò for your future 
reference and further details/notes.



You will be 

AWARE OF DEADLINES

ÅSenior year is all about 
DEADLINES ïfor college apps, 

financial aid & scholarships, 
ordering your cap and gown, 

completing all your 
requirements to GRADUATE 

and go off to college!



The Senior Year

All year:
ſContinually check your Naviance 

account for scholarships, when college 
reps are visiting, upcoming events, 
links to career websites
ſVisit college campuses every chance 

you get!  (school trip planned in November)

ſSearch for scholarships. There is a lot 
of free money you can get your hands 
on if you just put in a little effort!
ſMaintain your grades in all of your 

academic courses.  



2015 U.S. News & World Report

Best National Liberal Arts 
Colleges

Best Regional Universities

ÅPomona College

ÅClaremont McKenna College 

ÅHarvey Mudd College

ÅScripps College (womenôs)

ÅOccidental College 

ÅPitzer College

ÅU. of Redlands

ÅSoka University 

Å Santa Clara University

Å Loyola Marymount University

Å Mills College 

Å Cal Poly-SLO

Å Chapman University

ÅSt. Maryôs College of Calif. (womenôs)

Å California Lutheran University

Å Cal State Long Beach

ÅMount St. Maryôs College

Å CSU ïChico

Å Cal Poly Pomona

Å Sonoma State University

Å CSU Fresno

Å San Jose State University



Break the hovering habit

Hovering gives your kids the message that only 
you know what is best for them and they cannot 
do it on their own.

Trust, build self -confidence and let them deal with 
conflict or difficult situations on their own.  This 
will make them better self -advocates and more 
independent.

DO pay attention and stay involved 

but DONôT do it for them.



September
ÅMeet with college admissions 

reps visiting HTLA

ÅCreate a timeline - calendar your application and 
scholarship deadlines

ÅReview your applications, transcript, activities resume 
and college essays with your parents, teachers and 
counselor 

ÅRegister for the upcoming SATs,  ACTs and SAT Subject 
Tests if you need to 

ÅHave your official scores sent to the colleges you are 
applying to (best to do it within days after the SAT/ACT)



SAT/ACT/Subject Tests

·Go to www.collegeboard.com  for 
SAT/Subject Tests, or www.actstudent.org 
for ACT.  (go to websites for deadlines)

·SAT Subject Tests: It is your responsibility to 
check with your colleges to see what (if any) 
specific tests they require.
·The last exam date you can sit for is 

December. Those scores will be sent to the 
colleges you are applying to per your request.
·Fee waivers are available for students who 

qualify for free/reduced lunch.  See the main 
office for the waivers. Lunch forms need to 
be turned in each year.



October

ÅOctober 1.Your college list is due on Naviance. 

ÅContinue to polish your application essay/s ïget many 
people to read it for you.

ÅContinue to visit with College Representatives when they 
visit HTLA (listed on Naviance) or meet them locally in 
the evenings (look at the college websites).

ÅAsk your teachers if they will write letters of rec. for you 
in person. Then, make the request through Naviance. 
You must do this by Nov. 1.

ÅGet started on your 

applications if you havenôt 

done so already.



The Application Process

You are responsible for:
ÅApplication & fees

ÅEssays/personal statement

ÅAsking/getting teachers to complete 
recommendation letter/s

ÅTranscript requests through Naviance

ÅSending your ACT or SAT test scores to 
the colleges you are applying to

ÅFollowing up with all necessary 
communications with the colleges

ÅAsking for help when you need it.



Online Applications

ÅIt is recommended that you 
complete all applications online.
Most all forms your high school must 

complete (School Report Form/ 
Teacher or Counselor 
Recommendation Form) are also 
completed electronically through 
Naviance.

*Most fee waivers are also 
Submitted online.



Applyingé the nuts and bolts

Community College Cal State University (CSU)

ÅApply by February of your 
senior year.

ÅThe application is simple ïno 
transcript or tests needed.

ÅGraduation from high school 
required to attend full time.

ÅNo application essay.

ÅApply by November 30th

ÅStraight forward application ï
you will need your transcript 
to list classes taken. (no 
official transcripts needed 
until the end of senior year)

ÅSAT I or ACT required.

ÅNo application Essay.



Applying Continued

University of California
Private & Out of State 
Universities

ÅApply by November 30th.

ÅComprehensive application 
ïneed to list classes taken, 
activities, and awards. (no 
official transcripts needed 
until the end of senior year)

ÅSAT I or ACT required.

ÅTwo or three SAT II subject 
tests recommended (Math, 
writing and one of your 
choice).

ÅApplication has short 
answer essays (personal 
statement).

·Deadlines vary (most are due 
by mid January).

·Comprehensive applications ï
need to list classes taken, 
activities, awards.

·Official transcripts need to be 
sent, as well as letter/s of 
recommendation.

·SAT I or ACT required, as well 
as SAT II tests (see college 
website).

·Applications usually have 
several essays.

·Interviews sometimes 
available through admissions 
office.



Application fee waivers
ÅIf you qualify for free/reduced lunch, you may 

obtain application waivers for private colleges 
from Dr. Koven through Naviance.
ÅFor the UC/CSU, students must enter their 
parentôs annual income and the computer will 
immediately let you know if you are granted a 
fee waiver. If you are free/reduced and you donôt 
get the fee waiver on the site, see Dr. Koven.
ſIf you get a fee waiver you should apply to the 

full number of schools you are able to for free:
¶UC = 4 campuses

¶CSU = 4 campuses

¶If you would like to apply to more than the fee waiver 
will cover,  you must pay for the additional 
applications.



Application Tips and Workshops 

during Xblock @ HTLA

Application Tips

ÅMonday, 9/19 ïUC Application

ÅMonday, 9/26 ïCSU Application

ÅMonday, 10/10 ïPrivate colleges (common 
application )

Sign up!

Application & Personal Statement Workshop

ÅSaturday, September 13 (this Saturday) 

ſ9 a.m. ï2 p.m. @ HTLA Great Room. 

ſ($20/$10 free/reduced)



Application Deadlines

ÅUC November 30, 2016
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

ÅCSU November 30, 2016 
www.csumentor.org 

ÅPrivate Colleges Dates Vary*

*www.commonapp.org  

*See the college website for details



November

ÅStart your Financial Aid Process.  Both you 
and your parents need to obtain a PIN at 
www.pin.ed.gov so you can fill out the FAFSA

ÅComplete the CSS Profile Financial Aid Form 
if your colleges require it for application or 
financial aid (Private colleges)

ÅNovember 30: Deadline for 

UC and CSU applications.



December

ÅComplete Applications for private colleges

ÅCheck on Naviance before winter break to see if 
your teachers and Dr. Koven have submitted your 
letters of recommendation.

ÅFree Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
www.fafsa.ed.gov 

ÅFinancial Aid Night @ HTLA ïFAFSA line by line 
workshop on November 3 at 6:00 p.m. in the Great 
Room with Cynthia Martinez from CSUN (assistance in 

Spanish will be available).
ÅSign the consent to release your GPA for the Cal 

Grant. Give it to Dr. Koven.



Other Deadlinesé Last Callé

ÅDecember 12, 2016 begins the last week of 
school before winter break.  Please make sure 
you have a teacher Ms. Miramontes or Dr. Koven 
look over your applications.  Some private 
college applications are due during or before 
winter break. 



Transcripts (three types) :
1. Official (sealed and stamped or sent 

electronically) ïThey go to colleges and for 
scholarships and end of the year transcript to the 
college you will attend in the fall.

2. Unofficial (for your reference only).

3. Mid -Year Transcripts ïsent electronically. If they 
canôt be sent electronicallyé

ÅALL official transcript requests must be given to 
Ms. Miramontes or Dr. Koven with 3 days notice! 
In person or by email

ÅPlease do NOT request a transcript or letters of 
recommendation if you are not 100% sure you will 
be completing that schoolôs application!



We are NOTtalking about financial 

aid in detail tonight. Buté
ÅDo not limit your college research or application 

submission based only upon the notion that you will not 
be able to pay for tuition.

ÅDo apply broadly.

ÅDo apply for financial aid through the FAFSA, Cal Grant, 
scholarships, local scholarships and ask at the 
university/college what scholarships you can apply for.

ÅAND YOU NEVER KNOWé  some private 

colleges have $ to give. Why not to you??

ÅMANDATORY MEETING: Seniors and their parents 
must attend F.A. night 

FAFSA line by line 11/03/2016 6:00 p.m.


